Introduction
In recent years the field research, brought on by many amateurs and researchers in many areas of the mediterranean basin, gave origin to a proliferation of species in many genera of Orchidaceae, often by means of splitting the “traditional” species in various taxa, separed either geographically, 

morphologically or by flowering epoch. Several of these taxa will remain opinable, pending more accurate genetical analisys.

Particularly the genus Ophrys have been subject to this splitting tendency : starting from a total of 38 taxa (20 sp. and 18 ssp.) in Flora Europaea (Moore 1980) it passed to 251 european species in Delforge (2005), even if later student tried to reduce this number, to a total of 175 taxa (62 sp. and 115 ssp.) (Baumann, Kunkele & Lorenz, 2006) or even to 64 (19 sp. and 45 ssp.) (Pedersen & Fauroldt 2007). In Italy there was the same tendency : from 26 taxa in Flora d’Italia (Rasetti 1982) it passed to 36 (26 sp. and 10 ssp.) (Rossi 2002), to 52 taxa (33 sp and 19 ssp.) (Grunanger 2001) and finally to 79 taxa (29 sp and 50 ssp.) (GIROS 2009).
Within this genus, the group of Ophrys holosericea s.l. presents, limited to the italian territory, following various authors, 15 taxa (4 sp and 11 ssp) (GIROS 2009) ; 14 taxa (5 sp and 9 ssp) (Baumann, Kunkele & Lorenz 2006) ; 16 taxa, all sp. but divided in the groups O. fuciflora, O. bornmuelleri, O. tetraloniae (Delforge 2005) ; or in 8 taxa, all ssp. of the sole sp. O. fuciflora (Pedersen & Fauroldt 2007). 

Devey & al. (2009) have studied genetically some of the species in this group, and separed only 
two groups genetically and geographically separed by the Adriatic sea, which they propose to call O. fuciflora (european area) and O. candica (Greece-balcanic area) . We feel this proposal is too extreme, the separation of geographically/morphologically distinguishable populations with a subspecific name facilitate the understanding, either between professionals or amateurs. We think also that those little differencies (flowering time, morfology) come anyway from little genetical differencies. For all those reasons we feel useful to publish as new the taxon described below, unical in the area where it have been found, and distinct from similar taxa of other geographical areas.
Holotype description
Plant 25 cm. high, 8 basal leaves with one sheating the stem, stem average thin, with 6 flowers well spaced in the upper half. Flower bract erect, pale green, 20-25 mm. long. Sepals 15 x 7 mm, lance shaped, the central narrower, rose in color with a green vein. Petals lance shaped 5 x 2 mm., hairy and slightly darker than sepals. Connective 7 mm. long, thin and pointed, pollinia small, staminode visible. Lip reddish-brown 18 mm. long, 18 mm. large, square, flat, with basal horns about 2 mm. long, lower border of the lip turned to front. Two light green bands run from the attachment of the lip to the apex of the basal horns. Evident pale pilosity on side of horns. Pseudoeyes dark olive green, basal field brownish-orange, fairly large. Mirror brown, X or H shaped, bordered by white, often with a central white eye. Spur big and yellow, turned up, tri-pointed. Found middle flowered the 15-05-2010. It is differentiated from Ophrys holosericea s.s. mainly by the larger and flatter lip,
the shorter petals and the later flowering.

Dedicated to Paolo Liverani, often called “little Paul”(Paolino) by his elder brothers, inventor of the GIROS, who noted this orchid several years ago, and wrote it down in his field book.
Discussion
To help to the diagnosis we give other informations showing the variability of this taxon, taking plants observed in different localities. Populations of this orchid are found in an area cut by the old road SS 89, from Apricena to Sannicandro towns, and in other places at higher altitude. The plants may be from 15 cm. to 30 cm. high, with 4-8 flowers in the upper half of stem. The sepals are in various tones of rose, rarely white ; the petals lance shaped or with ears are sometimes darker, small and hairy. The connective have a 90 degrees corner with the lip, is of a medium length (compared with other Oprys) with a short point. The lip is not much convex, between 15 and 20 mm., with short hairs on the basal part. The border of the lip is often turned front. The stigma is dark green. The pseudoeyes are well visible. Staminodial dots present. The basal field may vary from light orange to reddish, paler than the lip. The small horns may be rounded to pointed. The mirror have a simple shape, is near the base (attachment) of the lip, surround the basal field, is borded by white, white is also the central eye and a pair of small dots sometimes present. The yellow spur is upturned, simple to multipointed, with a very short stalk. The flowering is typically from early may (low altitude) to middle june (San Marco in Lamis area). 
Del Fuoco (2003) show a nice image of this new ssp. as Ophrys fuciflora (F.W.Schmidt) Moench, citing an earlier flowering form with small flowers (identified now as O.holosericea subsp. gracilis (Büel, Danesch & Danesch) Büel, Danesch & Danesch, personal communication Claudio Del Fuoco) and a later flowering one with large flowers. Similar report by Rossini & Quitadamo (2003) who illustrate a probable O. holosericea subsp. gracilis and citate later flowering specimens. Lorenz & Gembardt (1987) already reported and cartographated the presence of two forms of O. holosericea in Gargano, a later flowering one and an earlier similar to O. holosericea gracilis.
The bright colors made Paolo Liverani to think about a possible identity with Ophrys oxyrrhynchos subsp. calliantha (Bartolo & Pulv.) Galesi, Cristaudo & Maugeri (Bartolo & Pulvirenti 1997) from Sicily, that have a flat lip, small horns, petals and sepals rose colored; a more accurate comparation made us tend to a new entity within the group of O. holosericea. In Italy are known several ssp./varietis of O. holosericea and of O. oxyrrhynchos, ( nomenclature here used follows Giros 2009), differentiated by flowers and plants dimensions, by flowering time and areal more or less endemic.

Two of these have late flowering (may-june) and small flowers, and then not comparable with the entity here described other than  by flowering time: O. holosericea subsp. posidonia (Delforge) Kreutz (Delforge 2000); O. holosericea subsp. tetraloniae (W.P.Teschner) Kreutz (Teschner 1987). O.holosericea subsp. gracilis (Büel, Danesch & Danesch) Büel, Danesch & Danesch (Danesch & Danesch 1972) also have small flowers, but is in flower shortly before subsp. paolina and in sone stations lives together without hibridisation.

Others have middle sized flowers (about 13 mm. of lip) and middle flowering (april-may) as the typical O. holosericea subsp. holosericea (Burm.f.) Greuter, similar to O. holosericea subsp. paolina in colors and flower shape, but with smaller lip, more convex and earlier flowering, not

reported for the Gargano (citations of O. fuciflora s.l., for example in Del Fuoco 2003, in Rossini & Quitadamo 2003 or in Lorenz & Gembardt 1987 regard verisimilarly O.holosericea subsp. gracilis (Büel, Danesch & Danesch) Büel, Danesch & Danesch, or the subsp. here described) ; or as the O. holosericea subsp. annae (Devillers-Tersch. & Devillers) H.Baumann, Giotta, Künkele, R.Lorenz & Piccitto (Devillers-Tersch. & Devillers 1992), widespead in Sardinia, with smaller lip and mirror of simple shape; or as O. holosericea subsp. lorenae (De Martino & Centurione) Kreutz (De Martino & Centurione 2000), that have long petals and convex lip, often trilobed. Recently identified in N-E-Italy is O. holosericea subsp. or variety untchji (Schulze) Kreutz (Lorenz, Perazza, Martini & Boemo 2010) differentiated only by petals and sepals normally green. In central Italy populations of O. holosericea have recently been determined as O. holosericea subsp. dinarica (Kranjcev & Delforge) Zelesny e Kreutz (Kranjcev & Delforge 2004; Hertel & Presser 2009; Faurholdt 2009; Buono & Gransinigh 2010), with middle or late flowering and convex lip of middle size, caracterized by the basal field often split vertically and by big basal horns. The subsp. dinarica is somewhat similar to O. holosericea subsp. apulica (Danesch & Danesch) Buttler (Danesch & Danesch 1970), but do not reach the enormous floral size of this latter. The subsp. apulica is characterized by dark rose petals, long petals of same color, strongly convex lip about 20-22 mm. long with big pointed horns, connective horizontal, flowering centered in april.
Can be noted some similarities of O. holosericea subsp. paolina with Ophrys oxyrrhynchos Tod. (that generally have green petals and sepals), especially in shape and size of lip, flat and not convex, in the vertically turned spur and small petals. O. oxyrrhynchos subsp. celiensis (Danesch e Danesch) Del Prete (Danesch & Danesch 1970) have generally a smaller lip, lives south of Bari, near Taranto, and near Potenza, with a recent report for the center of Gargano (comm.pers., Matteo Perilli, to be published). Many of these subspecies are differentiated also by different pollinating insects. The pollinator of O. holosericea paolina is not jet known.

In the stations, sometimes numerous, the orchid here described lives in company with other Orchidaceae: Orchis (Aceras) anthropophora, Anacamptis pyramidalis, Ophrys apulica, Ophrys bombyliflora, Ophrys incubacea, Ophrys holosericea subsp. parvimaculata, Ophrys passionis/garganica, Ophrys promontorii, Ophrys sicula, Ophrys tenthredinifera, Ophrys bertolonii/romolinii, Anacamptis (Orchis) italica, Anacamptis (Orchis) morio, Anacamptis (Orchis) papilionacea, Serapias lingua, Serapias vomeracea,  that are in full flowering in middle/end april. In the same areas, from end april to early june, are present also Ophrys holosericea subsp. gracilis, Ophrys lacaitae e Ophrys conradiae. In the Locus typicus of subsp. paolina have been found also the hybrid O. holosericea subsp. paolina X O. tenthredinifera , cited on the book of Remy Souche (2008).

We give here a tabel comparing the character of the new ssp. with those of the most similar entities. Precise biometric measurements have not jen been made.
Tab. 1: 
	Ophrys
	holosericea
	oxyrrhynchos

	subsp.
	paolina
	holosericea
	dinarica
	apulica
	gracilis
	oxyrrhynchos incl. celiensis
	calliantha

	lip
	big, flat
	medium convex
	medium convex
	big,  convex
	small, convex
	Medium or big, flat
	Medium or big, flat

	horns
	small
	small
	medium
	long
	small
	Almost absent
	small

	spur
	big vertical
	small vertical
	Medium vertical
	big horizontal
	small
	big 

vertical
	big 

vertical

	sepals
	rose
	White or rose
	white or rose
	rose or fuchsia
	white or rose
	green
	rose

	petals
	rose, small
	white or rose, middle lenght
	white or rose, middle lenght
	rose or fuchsia, long
	rose, small
	green, small
	rose, small

	flowering
	may-june
	aprie-may
	may-june
	april
	may-june
	april
	april


At the moment the following localities are known :

Italia- Puglia (FG). San Marco in Lamis : Borgo Celano [33T 0555011/4617452, 782m], 05-06-2009,  Romolini R. & Remy Souche.

Italia- Puglia (FG). Sanicandro>Cagnano. SS 89 KM 30,7-30,8 [33T-0549636/4623481 - 265 m], 29-04-2009, 15-05-2010,  Liverani V.

Sanicandro > Cagnano. SS 89 KM 36,6-37, 05-05-2008, Romolini R. & Remy Souche.

Sanicandro > Cagnano. SS 89 KM 44, 05-05-2008,  Romolini R. & Remy Souche.
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